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On July 21, a clandestine grave was discovered in Juaja, Junin department, after an anonymous
caller told police its whereabouts. The cemetery which contained human bones, hair, and pieces
of clothing was located near the site where last year authorities found another clandestine grave
that housed the skeletal remains of five students from the Universidad del Centro. Between midJuly and mid-October of 1992, at least 34 students from the Universidad del Centro were kidnapped
from various parts of Huancayo, the city where the university is located. To date, the bodies of 22
of the 34 students have been found in clandestine graves in the area. All showed signs of torture,
plus coup de grace bullet wounds to the head (see NotiSur 10/27/92). Discovery of the grave in Junin
came just two weeks after authorities unearthed another clandestine cemetery in Cieneguilla, 14
km. southeast of Lima (see NotiSur, 07/23/93). The human remains found at Cieneguilla on July 8
are believed to be those of the victims from the La Cantuta disappearance. On July 18, 1992, nine
students and a professor were abducted from La Cantuta campus outside Lima. Since discovery
of the Cieneguilla grave, the government has come under fire for its handling of the investigation.
The grave site was reportedly left unguarded for the first six days after the discovery. Moreover,
evidence removed from the cemetery has been badly mishandled by Peruvian authorities, who
distributed the remains among several different government offices. Observers also say Peruvian
authorities lack the experience and equipment necessary for the forensic tests needed to establish
definitive identity of the remains. (Sources: Inter Press Service, Spanish news service EFE, Agence
France-Presse, 07/22/93)
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